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O n October 24, 2015, Laura Pierce Battistella passed from this life the way she

lived it: with grace, dignity and beauty. Born June 11, 1969 in Baton Rouge,
Laura rarely met a stranger or spoke an unkind word. Her brief, brave battle with

ovarian cancer ended at her home in Covington surrounded by family including the

love of her life, Rion. From earning a spot on the cheerleading squad in sixth grade
to earning a finance degree from the University of New Orleans in 1991, Laura never

shrank from a challenge. She was a source of light and laughter, of hope and
devotion to duty for all of us that were blessed enough to be part of her life. She

graduated from Grace King High School in Metairie in 1987 and had been a resident

of Covington for the past 14 years where she served as general manager working as
her brother George’s right hand in his business Pierce Commercial Laundry

Distributors, for which she was an instrumental contributor to the success of the
business. Laura’s hobbies and passions were many including competing in 5K & 10K

road races, as well as completing the bridge run series twice (GNO, Huey P Long, and

Luling). Laura also loved Jazzercise for many years making many friends along the
way. But she was happiest when she and Rion traveled, especially as season-ticket

holders to an away game each season to cheer on their beloved New Orleans Saints
and serve as ambassadors for Who Dat Nation. Their gridiron diplomacy brought the

couple to London in 2008 and many more great cities and stadiums across the NFL
over their years together. She is survived by her devoted husband of 23 years, Rion

Battistella of Covington; by her mother, Della Melton Pierce of Folsom; brothers

Walter D. Pierce and wife Mary of Lafayette and George B. Pierce and wife Kim of
Covington; and by Emma, Amelia, Ezra and Maddi Pierce, her nieces and nephew.

Also mourning Laura’s loss are Rion’s parents, Arthur and Diana Battistella, who are
so very dear to the extended Pierce family; and the congregation of Covington

Presbyterian Church where Laura and Rion were members. Laura was preceded in
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death by her father, Walter D. “Spike” Pierce III.

Relatives and friends are invited to attend a Memorial Service at 1:00 PM on
Thursday, October 29, 2015 at Covington Presbyterian Church, 222 S. Jefferson

Street Covington, LA 70433.

Visitation on Thursday, October 29, 2015 from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM at Covington Presbyterian

Church.
Interment in Pinecrest Memorial Gardens, 2280 W. 21st. Ave., Covington, LA 70433.

In lieu of flowers the family asks that a donation be made to the American Cancer Society.

Share a memory on the tribute wall at ejfieldingfh.com.
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Visitation

Covington Presbyterian

222 S. Jefferson Street, Covington LA 70433

Memorial Services

Covington Presbyterian

222 S. Jefferson Street, Covington LA 70433

Cemetery Details

Pinecrest Memorial Gardens & Crematory

2280 W 21st Ave, Covington LA 70433

(985) 892-5007
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Thursday, October 29, 2015

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM CT

Thursday, October 29, 2015

1:00 PM CT
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GG Grace Glenn posted:

Rion, So sorry to hear about Laura. I pray that God will give you strength to help you thru this difficult

time - Grace Glenn

October 30 at 7:28 AM

ST

Stephanie October 29 at 10:47 AM

Laura, you will be greatly missed my friend.

Stephanie shared an album called Friends.

October 29 at 10:44 AM

ST

RS Rita Stone posted:

I thought the world of Laura. I only saw her once a year at the annual Maytag mtgs or if we visited

New Orleans. She was very warm and welcoming to me. She also taught me how to schuck a craw

dad,,haaa. I didnt like it however! I wish I could have come down for the funeral. Please know that

some Iowans will miss her smiling face!

October 29 at 7:21 AM

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Battistella family.

October 28 at 5:04 PM

MB Much Love, Lesley & Michael Bethea sent a Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet to the

Battistella family.

October 28 at 8:44 AM
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Anonymous sent an Arrive in Style to the Battistella family.

October 28 at 8:16 AM

JM Jamie Moll posted:

Rion,I am so sorry to hear about your wife, Laura!!! Please know that you and your family are in my

prayers.Jamie Moll

October 28 at 4:18 AM

Anonymous sent a Sweet Remembrance Spray to the Battistella family.

October 27 at 11:39 AM

KR Kathryn Rowen posted:

My heart goes out to your family George. Laura is such a lovely person and wicked smart. It was a

blessing to get to know her, albeit for such a short time. Please know the family is in our prayers. She

will watch over you all forevermore. (I also think she'll have some of the best seats in the house now

for Saints games). With love from Chad & Kathryn Rowen

October 27 at 8:55 AM
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ST Stephanie shared 3 photos to the Friends album. October 29 at 10:44 AM

Jazzercise Christmas Dinner 2014 Jazzercise Christmas Dinner 2014

Crescent City Connection Bridge Run June 2013
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Laura by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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